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BURBLINGS COMBINTD WITH THZ FANTASY AMATIUR 41 is the ill-counsldered ra jazine of
Charles 3urbes, published at 1057 S oruiaandie 4ive., Los Anzeles 6, California, in
January 1949. Distributed es a post-pre-nailing to IAPA members. I have not yet
decided what mailinz this belonzs to; you'll have to make that decisiou for yourself
or as your files demand. 9I thouht I said last issue oi Burblings that I was sus-
penaiu; Burblings. As a matter oi fact, I have suspenfed 3Burdlinzs. This is a orand
new title I've sot here. T.e orijinal title was to have been MNoratorium. I have
written peraission from the Official .ditor, Fflaney, to use the title "Fantasy
Anateur” in thnis instance. If you doil't velicve me 2ud ‘ish to chect this story,
write Laney about it. He guarantees to answer all letters of protest. Verbally,
that is. 50 if you live out of earshot of 4lhambra (a 500-mile radius in this case)
dou't bother to write Laney because you woin't hear his roply.~ “Which, come to think
of 1t, is just as well, because Lansy is the dirtiest-talking man I have ever known.

I had no intamtion of publisniny till Con éede.‘csoh, Leon liot'fatt, Gus Will-

November 1949.. 3ut along came a.special morth, Forrest J Ackerman and ~TEvans.
.one-shot,. ong-issud, one-copy LA iazins . p .
titled EGOB00 ZXTRFAORDINARY. Gl After the word LOVT in the heading
DF . vas an asterisk, which referrec to a
“Many oiyou kunov about this rmasazine. nofe written by Ackeman: "This is
for the beneiit or those who don't I'll purely platonic and with reservations
explain a little. Jack Speer thouzht it on the part of". ILZ7vaas remarked
all up. On his way nome irom the Philcon parentheticallys 'Choose your own
he ocare by my house one afternoon, snot dirty coanstations---you will aaywvay."
the breeze a while, and leit, after snmap-: (h reply I sent him a Christrms card}.
piag 8 pic of me leaning (and lookin: for . et
all ths world like a falry) azainst the | wmw At thHe Dottom of the paze wass
door oi his car. .+ © "Dua to limitations of.time, the above
is only a partial list of Lr Burbee's
He zot this pinoto elarzed--it's in army of aduirers."
color-~amd sent it arocand FAP4 with a p
letter accoupanying vhich vent in pRrt So this marazine is a big thank-
like thisg . .3: you letter to everybody concerned, even

those who sizned under duress.
DON'TLT'EHIDT"{AGKDI e Iy,
: So, If you have any complainst
The enclosed erticle is zolng around avout this maz or the material.in it,

the United States,’l hope..sasses otce consider yourselves tq bl ;.1 had no
' £ inteation of publishimy, 'as’' I sald, so
It was dated patriotically July 4. the very existence or ’mls so-called
. mnmazazine is directly traceable to you
The idea was to 28t nearly everybody @ and:.you and yoa.
n FAPA to sign it. On the iaside front e
cover was a larze-lettersd heading: “WE - You sa.y nice things apout we: and I
LOVE BUBBIE He zot the . mailinus out. on + publish a:magazine an accqunt of it .
time. A lot of zuys signed it: Jack . -: That was the only thiny that zot me out
Speer, Walter A Coslet, Redd 3ozgs, 3ob ° of my publishinz torpor. I hope nome
Stein . (plus doodle}, Beak Taylor, Harold, . of you regret this.
] Cheney Jr., 24 Cox, 30rf Perry, Paul : Bl
Spencer, Virginia Blish, san Moskowitz, CONT IBUTORS' CORILR 3

Joa lchaumburzer (doodle), Joe. Kennedy,
Milt Rothman, Harry tarner Jr., Andy Lyon,
DBThompsm, stanley 1 ullen Ohuck Jansgen;
Art Jidner, F Towner La.ey, Don 'ilson
Howard diller, Rick Sneary, , otan W ool_st_gon.,‘.

I

My three contributors this time cut
. _their own_ stencils - Jox tnis,.and for
‘their kindness in supply K with soo0d
mateikal to fill out the mag, I thank
,ygti, Nuttall, Rotsler, Lansy.
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FROM RETEDRENT TO ”LABELING” TO GOSTAK TO DOUSIRS

fb-,sﬁb C}" (. Quote: ‘*Dear Editors: Without a doubt, the story
f&ﬁ? Y. -8 /:‘7 Referent, by Brett Sterling, in the October issue
B O R $ of TS, 1s the best damm story in the whole book,

rari oA oRaRnisd /oo This is Sterling's best to date, More}
'wg\;_ﬁ,“;:<;~mgi Ray Bradbury” Unquote

This subtle bit of horseplay in the letter column of the Feb,
t49 TWS is just one of the tinderboxes that justify the scanning of
said coTumns.‘ This was really a peacheroo.

For, in the story refer-
red to, a Sterling autnor reduces semantics to the lowest possible de-~
nomlnator, sheer sjmbollsm--by going on the premise that the "label-
ing" of an unknown mass by a known name caused it to assume the physi-
cal propercies of that "lavel',

That a "labeling" happened to the
very story describing the process is the height of ironic humor, The
0ld poets may have assumed that "a rose by any name would smell as
sweet''-~-but what about the fabulous Bradbury under the house-name of
Sterling? Qulte a G¢ifferent 3uorj, by reader-reaction., A few ac-
claimed it; some didn't catch; and some sterling. lectter-hacks just
plain didn't care for the Sterllng rose, How different would the re-
action havc gone had the tale come out under . .Bradbury's name?.

Seriously, labeling is dangerous when quality material suffers
from lack of rccognition because of the label. This hapnens around
us morc than we can »nossible rcalizec. Mostly becauvusec we lack time;
and it does take time to be sclective; so we have to depend a lot on
labels.  Yet, when a falsc label is tacked on something and acccpted
as true, there's whore wo arc being deludcd,

Take the case of Brat-
ton's post-mailed summer Gostak,. for instancec,  Hec offers a little
item.callcd Cracknots on a Pogo-Stick, wheroin, by some weird form of
dcduction, hec concludcd that Tremainc “has Jomncd Raymond A, Palncr
in Jumplng off the dcen cnd!Y Whoreupon Rothman, who awnnarcntly has-
n't rcad the Trcmaince article, WORLD ON A POGO-STICK, acccpts Bratton's
"labeling’, becausc under Tremainc's cditorship he usherced in a period
of "vastc conccnts? lacking what Rothman decmed sufficient stf-basing.

I disagrcce thoroughly with Bratton's opinion, His criticisms
arc biascd and thercforc basically unsound. I quotc: "Nor is the
influonce of Ziff Davis's Shaverism lacking., Witness Tremaine®s statc-
ment, *'Plcasc notc that the word gencration could casily be spelled
ns gence-ratiopn, and the word genius. could casily have becn deoveloped
as ,ono~ivs.' Itd hotc to strcteh a point here, but 1t is suvggestive."!

I fecar you did stretch a point, Bratton--too far. You neglect
the Tact that therc wore rcliable and very authentic scicntists study-
+ing on the origin of ithc languages long beforc Mr, Shaver dchydrated
it into dcros. You crcdit shaver with Tfar too much originality. He
mercly borrowcd thosc stuvdics and added a Tow dcrovatory idcas of his
own onto the trencdously important rcscarch of scrious and intcllccet-
ual students of lingual Toot - ~-systcms,




Connccting such valuablc basic thcorics with Shaverism only
gocs to show what cxteat of rcach Shaver cxerted., If we will admit
it, wec will find that hc so closcly ticd his obnonious wrﬁtings in
w1th knovmn lecgends, myths, and valid scicntificé data, that in some
nlaccs it is hard to find thec borderlinc between, If wo aré going
to havc our stomachs turnod by ov0fjth1ng that smacks of Shaver, wc
might as well give up and go crazy nows He stole so much from our
anccstral traditionss Not only thc root-~forns of our languagces;
but also. our previously accopted legends of “giants in tho carth”,

. Shall wc spcak no morc of hidden CHVuS, then, too, becausc of. Shav-
cr? This is only a wece part of the steal., I, for onc, havce rc-
bclled, and disown the unplcasant associations arlslng from Shavcr-
- isn, and Ziff Davisism. It mak {cs them far too influoneial in our
thoughts to allow them such lceway. I refusc to allow my imagin-
atlon to beceome stuntcd becausce they jinxed caves and- horrorficd
bho myths of the Tlder Gods. I still liko cavcs, darn it!

;7 -And -
nowy. foxr somo of your othcr assurbatlons Bratton. ¢ncldcntally,
sincc you mention lobvotomy, T might nention you arc rathcer bchind
in your data., - Both prcfrontal lobotomy and topcectomy have been -
outmoded by tho morc rccent nccdlc-opcration callcd thalamotomy,

In this latcst mcthod, the clecctric ncodlo scars th¢ connection
betwoeen thce thalarnus and the frontal lobes; blocking the ncrve nath-
ways botwoon the two parvs. Thc drawback on both older oncrations
was the oxfent of damagc donc to brain tissuc; sonctimes Hroducing
chlldlshncsg, lack of rcsnons1blllty, and cvcn cpilentic fits. The
offcetivencss, of said operation is casily oxv*alnod contrary to-
your statement that "Trcmainc would be hard: ﬂut to oxplawn e -
fcetivencess. of frontal lobotomlcs."
il Follo 1ng'Trcna1nc'q analogy
of the 20-mulc tcam=-T< a feow of the mulcs” refuscd to pull ‘right,
this opcration mcrcly cuts the traccs’ connceting thom'to the rost
of the tecam--which still pulls! It is generally surmiscd that the
frontal lobcs storc mcmor;os- and according to psyghiatry,- it is
uswally childhood cvents thet comc badk to causc troublc in later
lifec, Eow you darc statc that Trcemainc bascs his stateoments upon
cither: "mysticism'" dbr Rosicrucianism.complctcly bafflcs me, since
he Tollows dircetly the latest. finding -of ‘mental sp001allsts. ‘In
fact--you arc following ‘your "Talcnt'™ in kceping with his findings
by your FAPA activity. lic, too., But'I know a guy wiho has no out-
lct--and he is as necar a nontal ~case-as I'd carc to sce, from his
very frustrations. _].f‘ i :

Warning! mhl cnds the scrious part of this
discussion, All you out-and-out scorncrs of thc curioultlos—-—you
corrcet-scicntific-proeccdurcrs---had better retire to a handy tcst-
tubc, Thisg is a dircet dcfiancc of the taboo labelled fsuncrstitionV
Icro I confe¢ss I have rather a predilcection for somc of the thlngu
you might labcel. “crackpotlgm" Must BE the: Irish in me, < ...

. - Tiiehy 1nstan-
cc, therce's the old and oft-"2Ziffcd" fcat of watcr-dousing, An ine-
anc proccss, surcly, to the scicntifically mindcd. Yet I hannen to
bc brought up nigh the subjecct, and »roximity is hall of belicving,
Anvhow, I rathor likc this yarn my dad (a-D, in W. sccptic) tclls.
It bears repcating, just for thc devil of it. . W ot

......
......



Dad was a forcst ranger, (now rctircd) and saw gorvicg first
in NMow Mexico and then in southern Arizona, During this period, his
rangcs vent through some scverc droughts, In onc of thec wvorst 4dry
scasons rccorded, there vias such a water shortagc that the range
stock was dying off likc Flics., The cattlcomen drove their herds 1n~
ercdible distanccs, somctimes, in order to save tihoemn,

In that arcse,
onnc of thc last rcmaining water supplics ‘bclonged to an old fcllow
naricd Dave Thompson, Hc was a stubborn critter; VoTy. bclllgorcnt
towerds the ranchers,. He claimed they were using up his reserve
supnly, dcpleting him, and that it was complctcly unnvcossqryn—-bo—
causc if they had listenod to him, or would still listcn, and »ut
in a little cffort, they could have all the watcer they nccded in
just the samc way hc had gotten his,

' : So youtve gucsscd; the old
ruy was a douscr, or watcr-witch, as they callcd them down home., Hce
had locatcd thc adcquatc supply of watcecr on his land with a Torked
pcach-stick. Morc than that, hc had riddcn or hiked over the vicin-
ity and know whcre a good many undcrground watcrs lay hidden. Ran-
chers- in that sccetion had hircd gecologists, and snent a lot of moncy
drilling weclls that went down and on- dovm into bedrock without suc-
ccsse” They were lcary of morc cxpensc---and cspceccially of douscrs.,

: Finally, as-a last cxsrome, a bunch of the lcast. hard-hcaded
of them agrecd to go in on & nvojcct togovher, Some would supply
the ecguipment, and all pitch in on labor, to dig in just onc spot
Thompson had indicatcd. . Make him .cither a liar.or a nhronhot' :

: 1t
is an anti- cllnax to stato thcv &ot. thulr watcr' suf flClcnt to re-
ward thoeir labors--and ©o star* about ten other smart ranchers dig-
ging vhere indicated, Thompson never mlssyd oncc! Hc saved the day
with his CI&CL—DOu thecory that a man can Tccl throvgh the vibrations
of a Torked. .stick the underground attraction of lifc-giving Hpb, It
rcally hQ?Oand crazy as it sounds. And Tor thosc who dcmand a
scicnbific vorlflcatlon sthere was a very illuminating article in
Lifc this fall, show1ng a cardiogranh test on a douscr, The graph
rccords a conclusive jumping; high upg-and-downs, in contrast with
nornal hcovt~boat--bgg11n1ng as thb dovscr Tclt the ribrations pro-
clalmlng undcrground watcr bclow him.

)

' Somc unorthodox spcculations
on rmy owvm hook lcd mc to gomc Antercsting idcas. I of for the notion
hat scnsitivc humans just luckily hit ‘on anothor of old Mother Nat-
urcs vonderful rovisions for continuaulon of Dlant swu01cs. e
¢ Loo
at it this way: & nurscryman cuts off -a soctlon o;~troo; sticks it
in sand; thce scction roots, and begins a new trece, Okay, so nature
docs the same thing. Only, not having the sand and watcr casily av-
ilablc, providcs thc branch with an instinet to hunt water--a mag-
notlc attraction, so to say, so that whon storms blow thc branchcs
can roll uncrrlngly towards the ncarcst s»ot that can Turnish them
moisturc to root, and ‘begin a new growth, Docsn't this follow logic?

If such speculations about lifc's mysterics is what Bratton
calls thc ™*decep end”=-the farthcr I can jump and yct consider logic-
al,- the bottorlit'suits me. « I 1iko the opon-mlndod approach,

Marijanc



CTIBEARD. THE GRY o .- ij‘ﬁ
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CHARLES . BURBEE | i/;f |

0
/ /
"hake ne - dashmg, romantic ani gay," sald Stanley 5tibbard. ?(M\(}

I 'said that this was beyorrl the pover of a nortal sucu as I, and I am a niortal

“reven’ if I am a fan.

%] oannot work mlraoles." I said.

; "But if you're going to write an articla onne I insist tiet you neke ne
dashing, handsoms amd gay,"" said Stibbard.

Stibbard is a colleague of Rotsler, as you may know. They go to art school
' tozether. He 1s not a fan. He is crazy avout ‘Albert and Pogo, though,.so I will
talk to hinm even if he isn't a fan.' Rotsler can sometimes induce Stibbard to draw
fantastic pictures, amd thése Willie latches onto quickly, faor Stibbard being a
true artistic soul, is wont to destroy his marvelous skstches ds rapidly ,as he draws
them, . It is impossible to say how many sketchas, sach featuring his characteristic
econony of’line, he has chaaneled onto paper, only to liouidata a momant later.
.But I nust wmske him dashing and gay. and romantic. I can't really do it of
sourse, but maybe I can camse you to carry away witn you the impression that Stib-
"bard is all thase things. If mere saying it here on paper will do it, I will say
it here on paper, Stibbard is°a dashing lad, romantic), handsome, and gay. A4s 3
matter of fact, he looks a hell of a lot like Steve Canyon. Bspecially when he
wears that leather 'flier's jacket. With his crew haircut and downward slanting
eyes--wup.—-—he does cut & swashbugkling fimre at that. One expects to see eithsr
the flash of a rapier or the ugly snout of a Colt 45 somevhere about him. He
smells impressively of doublemint chewinz gum and Cuban tobacco and demp wool' (this
last from the flier's jacket which he wears every\fhere except ‘to bed and bxfeakfast)

By now I hope you have a fim grip on the illusmn of Stibbard thot I have
striven so manfully to build up.

4s a mtter of fact, it is not about 3tibbard the gay thet 1 wish to write.
It 1s about Stibbard the obsessed, Stibbard who acts as though under a geas,
Stibbard who has one supreme desire,-Stibbard vho will never be.completely, happy
even in his sheep's-wool-lined flier's jacket until he has realized his paramount
passion--="I want to fall downstairs," says Stibbard. .

Oor, nm more accurately, St1bbard \.1shes to master the prattfall. He want s to be
able te fall instantly on anytainz, down anythmg anid oreat: crashin s and thump-
ings and ascatterings of boaks, pencils, papers and other i,upedimenta---always with
an awetruck thronz 2azing on in horror. Then he wishss to rise unhurt, make some
fnappy reémark which he thinks till occur to hiwl during his spectacular descent,
and nake an unforp'ettahle exit. '

i/ . 3 o S

He and Rotsler ware over the other 111_,111; . Or iaybe I was over at their placs,
a Bohemian (or is. that word de trop now) 1il place near the LA art center. They
nade a wonderful audience as I demonstrated the various thrusts, parries , lunges,



rhpostes, etc., of tie art of fencing, at which I am ac_lept. f!hange that to "ased
to be fairly good.at"---aftar all, souebody in my readiny aucience ui 3‘{1’0 c?lallenge
ne to a bout and show me up for a lying bastard. Anyhow, there I was 1in t{1at
seemingly awkward position (my leg was sore for two days afterwax:r}‘) and Stibbard
(famed for dashing romanticism) and Rotsler (publisher of BIG NANT FAN) 1oof‘ced on
in gles and well-simulated fascinatjon. "I've never seen you move so fast," said
Rotsler. All in all, they made an excelleat audience. '
So it was only matural that I act as audisnce.{alonz with the.ynwilling Willie)
when Stibbard rose from his chair in the heizhts of his passion as he described the
crashinz prattfalls he had plamed. I was a good ‘audience.’ I couldn't help it. .I
- was fascinated, held in thrall, as he rose from his chair.and shonted sometning like
thiss "And so I would say, 'Thank you, Mr President,’:bow, aind ‘turn and take a.olg
step, and down the marble steps I would go, with all ny books and papers flying
about and the crowd shouting "My God! He?’ll be killed!‘:.,And-down I go, to the
bottom. I get up, dust nyself off, shake wuy fist at him and shouting 'God .damn
" you, Harry!' I storm from the room, leaving everybody in utter conséernation."

-

"He wants to do prattfalls," said Rotsler. - L RTT =

"He likes them elaborate,” I 'said. . . : [z t.r

"Or another ‘one," said Stibbard. "Here I am: in a orowded: theater. I'm at. the
top of the stairs leading to the balcony. The istairs -are.crowded. At.thg very, top
I shout *I'm a gonerl' and down I g0 crashinz throuzh the mob, : knockinz everybody
down like uinepins, howling ané shriekianz.and. copping feels on the way. At the
bottom I shout 'I'1ll sue for a nmillion'' amd. stomp out." . LA e o1

"Without seeing the picture?! I asked.

"I%ve already seen the picture," he s2id.

"GOOd?" . . A ) . . . b0 : e -._' '-_‘

"A _stiaker. Saw it twice to maks surs."

"People mizht get hurt in tmt fall."

"No they won't. The stairs é.-r_e cafpe.ted..'!‘!.“

"Oh," I said. ) [ _ A o

"O0f course, the simpler kind of prattfall wauld be 'g,o'od'_ for art school. Hare
I came in--I'm late, and the roon is already full. 1I.come charzing in,’ suddenly
Slam on the brakes and skid---" he took a stiff crouch, head back, wild zrin on his
face, eyes dilated, "e—-aoro.ss - -ths whole danned room, sweeping chairs, easels with
work on them, psopls, everything, till I crash up against the opposite wall,"

"And what's your punch line there?" I said.

"I haven't figured one out yeJt. It'll be somatiiing good." o

"You've -figured out the fall, thoush, and that's what couats."” g

"Right," aaid 3tibbard. (1T & .



SOME  NOTES ON FANZINE FILING
‘*ﬂ o5, T@WNEZ? LANEY

4These pcstmallings should be banned, because they are ‘mes qing
frupimy:.files,® seems to-be .a complaint held by several Faps. Last

- meiling, I waxed sercastio over this. For a time I felt quite- smng

. at-the thought of the snotty remaras I had slipped into my report'as
+:0E, but then:it ocoured.to me -that . I should be more construstive about
:iit, :"You big oaf,".I thought,."Just because you can .file your far -
zines so-well that it never takes you more thén four hours to find a
given-item you are forgetting that some of .these guys probably don‘t
knaw the flrst thlng about fillng systems generally."

. 'So aq a penance
for my unoooperative attltude of a few weeks’ ago, ‘here goes & ‘stab” at
e very elementary treatise on .the filing.of: fenzines. I guess I'll
have to keep it elementary, so as not to trenscend my ovn limited
knowledge of the subject. Filing, surprisingly enough, 1s & fairly
abstruse subjeot. 4 really adequate system of filing' and ‘eross-refer-
snces-=-such as 1is..used in; large businessgs--not only takes a great
« deal oficareful .planning.in.its setting up but requgres po llttle,_

skill dn the utillzasion.-~ﬁ. _ -3
v "wiuasPhes flrst th;ng o cqnslder is what cur
ola531fioation is: expected to dg. Do .we-want to be &ble to fingd  ény-
thing by a given writer regardless of where it appears? (This ot
course would require some indexing .as;well as mere filing,)  How im-
portant is it to us to find any given i tem immedlately? Obviously,
it is easy to get a more elaborate system than .we really.need. . What
memnonic or other devices do we oustomarlly use to orientate ourselves
with our fanzines? Do we think of them in terms of who publighed
them? As megazine titles? In referenoe to the approxlmate date of
their appearence? 4and so on. «, - -
It so happens that I have a tmtanlc
fanzine collection--one I like to. think: of.as:-being among.the, four
or five most comple te in captivity. Not only does it contain all the
stuff I have received in seveniyears connection.with-the.fieldy but
it includes the collection of the late Paul Freehafer. And I have
taken some pains to complete it, both through swapping .and eutright
purshase«~-s80 from 1930 through 1946 the run is at least 85% complete
"in g}Y“-items; “including throweways and other: ephemeral leaves, -and
_ prdbablyr95ﬂ ¢Omplete 1n the major: txtles.; %
. ;" Itrefer to my old fanzines
‘a good deal, sometimes looklng up a- referenoe~£or-ueer1n naadlingﬁ;
someone} Bommetimes reréading my own stuff. ();:bufmost aften. Jjusk.-
taking out a file at random and browsing through it, So I have set
up & more elaborate system than meny ecllectors.would need.  The un-
derlying purpose was to fix it so I could find any major item in a
matter of minutes, and any minor ‘item 'in half an. hour, :*(Unfortunate.
ly, it has not worked out this well in practlse )
R TR b RS S o0 Fin 150 wivd B‘&CK.tO‘the' gener-
alities of fanzine flling
Suppose we file .all fenzines-glphabeti-
cally by titles. This works fine for most of the major fanzines, but
there are a number of disadvantages., One of the biggest troubles is
the unbelievably large number of single sheeters and other one-ghois,


that.it

which choke the files out of all »nrovortion o their imporizsnes if we

aseign & file folder to each one. Tuere are aleo @ nunhcr 0T these
which are unftitled, baing ovnen letterz of one sorli aund encther. Lany

editors change the title of their magazine every time they turn around
such &8 Coslist, whose last thres consecutive issues have been titled
SNIX, GALAGTIC ISLAND, and TEE WABBLER. 4nd of course there are edi-
tors 11V=.“0°,*, who for much of bhis %time kept vwo titles going simul-
taneously---3USTAINING PROGRAM «nd MMTTERS CF OPINION~-and frosted the

caxe with an occasicnal FULL LHMIGTH ARTICLE3. 4nd there ere a few .
title duplicaticns, such as DAY

i

_ Mpst of these fifficulties .can be
obviated by filing all fanzines alphabetically by editor. Thus, 16
ve have a rolder labelled "Coslet", Malter can change his title with
every nage if he so Ce s;reu, and it will no% bhothar us one bit. rnd
most of the ephemarel Jurk will turn out to have heen produced by
someone for whem we alrsady have a folder. .put this thlng of filing
by editors has a zet of Srawhacks sll its own. In the first place,
some fanzinss are h"bliehoﬁ Ly a teem or partnership, SYIETNESS AND
LIGHT, for examp&,; had six no-editors. And many fanzines have chan-
ged hands from timz to tnrn. An exireme example of this is SEINGRI
L'LFFAIRES, waich was adlted at various %imss by Hernilg, Tillmorth,
Daugher%y, Joguel, Bronson, Burbse, end Hewits, among others. And
filing SHAGGY under LASFS doesn't help either, since SHANGRI LA at
one time was Dsugherty's p; vate fanzine. '

'j_,\.

5

To complicate metters fur-
ther, some FiaPi members like to keep their mailings together. Tucker
in fact used to bind each mailing into a beok. Tas cocrly ctvious ad=
vantage to thie practiss is that it does make it possilbtlie to go back.
and dig out an entire FaPA-wide discussion without goning through the
entire file and still probably nissing something. Lid maybs .you want
to dig out some cf Lu“sa 0ld bull-fests, who knows? But “ﬂe draw-
backe ere meay. In the first place, it is not always essy to say if
a postmailed item helongs in one mailing or aaother, thcugh the pre-
sent adninistration hes attempted to kesp this straight for you. -.And
worse than this, filing ty mailings r°qu1req eifher an eidetic memory
or an elasborate indsx if ore is to fina any gilyen issue cf a given
magazine, There it also the Tact that general fanzines have ended

up as FAPAzines (LIGHT., FTAN SUANTS) «ad FiPAzines have ended up as,
general circulation items (Fﬁ”TASY COFK:”TATOR) )

Another factor that
might or might not affect one's filing is the differentiation between
periodicals and titles. The fan press has produced a large number
of titles, in the =sense of tooks or vamphlets, and some of these are
tremendously difficult to fit in with the fanzine file, regardless
of what system is used--heing either so difficult to remember by
title that they'll be lost if filed that way, or else published by a
group.

I hope that by now, with all this maundering around, the crux
Af the fanzine filing prohlem has made itself clear. Thesre is no
perfect, or even approximately perfect sysiem. AnRé in order to dodge
the drawbacks of whatever system one is using, it 1s necessary both
to combine various meihods end to make quite arhitrary ruiings. It
is ridiculous to fret shout the prorer wav Yo file a given item. If
it is stowed so you can Jay hends on it a4t a moment's notice, it is
correctly filed, rege:diesss of where you have slsssified it. So this
means that the arbwtra*y decisione should be reasonably consistent.

In my own filing, I've taken the lazy man's out most of the time., I
én item files best under i%c Yitle, I've filed it that way., 1If I
think of it



think of a magazine by title, thatts th "9,'_-‘@‘/ it is—-but if I think og
it more in terms of its editor it will be ¥nader his name I have
weeded cut non-perindizals and made e sevarate stack of them, though
I'11 cheerfully admit thet I might just as well have filed them with
the magzazines. And of couree T wmake no effert to keep any one mailing
together. 7o my nind the disadvantages of thils system so far out-
Welgh any possikle @&dvantages that I've never even cconsidered it seri-
£ and irrespective of what sort of filing system you will set
up, you are y““b3?7[ going to have to establish some catch-all classi-
fications. Otherwise you a&re going to k2ep stumbling over items that
will either tresk dwﬂn your SJstem or will resuit in wasting a file
folder o sore Thing vnw9r+hy oT jt. I have one folder labelled "con-
vention crep” ard another labeliled "Futuriasn crap”. These two solved
ec% of my iLler diffiguitises--—-conventions being no%orious for the
prodloflrn cf give-awey items oF slight warth often published by some
charecter who navar puklisheaed anything elre, and the Tuturians, back
in their deys of ss%ivit auring out a veritahle toxrent of leaflets
and other wrne ket tit

da

il ; Huff which rep¢osenus the ephe-
meral puhlishers, I sa2t ux 30igl sechions a-b- n—u, g-f-g-h, i-j-k-
l-m, n-5-p-q-2, &and s-t-u-v-w-x-y-z. I file this stuff by publisher's
name, and cCﬁa 1 cnalliy, wWhen somsone flnally becorwes active, I have

to jerk his stuff cut and put 1% in the main file. And there are a
very faw sw,“-,meﬂ*aﬁy faldars: “"Laney Ifise™, “Burbee Misc.", to name

a coupic.

About the only time my system really breaks down is when I
can't rememter how I fii=d a given iftem. 4nd even then, the worst
that happens is that I have to look three places--alphabetically by
title, by editor, or in trz miscellanecus sec¢tion in the back of the
fils,

One of the chief secrets of fanzine filing success is to file
everything as soon as rsceived and resd. Cowming from me, this is
swell advice; I just put a tepe on my stack of unfiled fanzines and
at ths moment it is just uvnder 23" thicl!

It occurs to me that per-
haps I should mention what I have my fanzines in. I use a standard
letter-size filing case, four drawers high, situck away in thﬁ.ﬂloset
of our spare bedroom. I've cverilored it =o badly that there are
also two boxes of stuff, ajiso filed vertically. TYou den't need. a
filing case--any strong boxes the right sizs are rine. fnd I use
standard file folders for the thinner runs, home-mads cardheard sep-
arators for the thick ones. < B :

' If you who are reading this doss not
file his fanzines, and yet intends to keep them for -future reference,
I'd like to urge you to considsr seriously the establishment of a
filing system of your own. It is fun to set it up, and it certaihly
adds to the satisfaction one can get from his fanzines.
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WALTER | DAUGHERTY called e
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The wheel has come full-circle; the pendulum has swung back-~-
and Wulter J. Deugherty is once again sole owner and operator of the
Los Angeles Science Fantasy Society.

He told me so when he called me
on the phone last night.
In fact, he spent 40 minutes telling me about
{t., 1In spending the 40 minutes telling me of this, he also spent some-
thing like $1.25 in extra toll charges, since he wes talking lohg dis-
tance from LA to ilhambra.

For some inexplicable reason, he seemed to
want to justify himself, as though accounting to me for his steward-
ship of the EASFS.

I dont Widerstand any @f it. I don't understand
why Talter J. Daugherty would want to he sole owner and operator of the
LASFS. I don't understand why sven the LASFS would want t5 be owned
body and soul and operated hend and heart by Walter J. Dauvgherty. And
while I am flattered that he should account to me in such detail, T
cannot understand why he should think of me as his suzerein; why he
should think of himself as nmy helct.

TJhy it 1= just as though Adolph
Hitler had ren dered detailed reports to the exiled Xaiser 7ilhelm II.

Anyway, it seems as though /alter J. Daugherty wanted some lettering
guicdes in a hurry, and he had been told that I had in my possession
the ex-L4SFS set thereof,

No, I didn't have them. No, I didn't know
who had them. Yes, I had seen them. No, not recently. Yes, I was
willing to give him the names and addresses o1l everyone who had betn
at the 7ild Hal r session in December 1947,

/ind then wvalter J. Daugher-
ty lost sight of the purported objective of his phone call.

The IASFS,
said 7alter J. Deaugherty, is the best it has ever been since 19358 or
maybe 1937. For all practical purposes 1t is meeting twice & weck now,
what wi th the regular weekly meetings on Thursday nights and the regu-
lar Tuesday sessions--the van Vogt lectures, dealing with "Orientation
through Science"., or something abstruse like that. aAnd all these me~t-
ings are attended by 22 or 23 individuals---"a majority of whon, uh,
well at least over 50%" (that's a Girect quote,son) are big name pry
authors who mve actual ly soid something they have written or Rraubury
has written for them. Of the names he named, I recognised only three



homosexuals, but then only five or six of the current 1LASTS crop were
known to me, so it looks as though the club were still in *hat good

groove, and these mesiings ars reeglly good--ell thess people arns se-
ricus conssmictive fans and thsy sread 907 of their time with fantasy
and weird and 30% with science and 427 with scisnce-fiction, or some
similar proportlon. And evsryLhing i3z ocn @ kigh intaellect ual plane

too; why Daugherty enjoys it wers than even his dancing club--hz said

€0 in so mEny gwmm wordas. _Ard they wmcke speeches to one another sbout
$he naw boolr® 274 isn't Palmer a so-awi-8n and somentics end vy isn'yg
there mors mone7 ir the clun fra2asury and i@ atonic bowb and how to kik,
think and whro ian hell 'Pll&id that mimecgranrk ink on my nice clean

floor end vhen is the new Astouading coming out end everyondy likes
everyuody else and 1t is alL jusv tco, too intellectnal.

"GE‘.Wd (1) I
said, "that snunds dull."

"No, no! Wb are all serious and intellec-
tual and we are above childish quarrelling.’

It developed that Daugh-
erty had had to expell only one member--the others who didn't like him
left of their own accord, I gathered. "Two or’ three of us: just sur-
round ed '7ille rd Thompson and toid him we didn*t went him around here
any more," said Mr. D, "And he hasn't teen back; either. In.my po-

1ite way I refrained from the cbvicus comment *hat it was a pity that~
-Daugle rty should expell anvone 53 much 1ike himself as. ¥illerd Thomp-
son. After all, they are sbeut %he only i recent memhers of the LAq
SFS whese interest ia whe group ic strictly cemrercial: WT in, selling,
books and WD in staging c~ n"entlone and 1n.n not qendlng the money to
the NFFF. b
The lettering gu“des. it Leveloped, were for the new Shan-
gri La. Daughersy said he was sick of heving .a sloppy, light-weight
magazine put out in a .hig =adition of 255 gonies most of which just
lay eround the club and weren't appreciatzd. The new Shangri La, of
+which 7JD is editor---but ju"t for one issue, mind you--will have four
lithographs and even edges and immecelisie ilayout and wonderful mimeo-
graphy on 24 pound peper an. it will not he dlctributed by hend even.
to club members but maiied Tiat sn iht woants be rumnied and so they
cean't lay their copy dowm in the c¢iub and than claim they never got
1t and he is geoing Lo ¥=sp troek of eveny comy oad know just where it
goes because ihis ig a wndarful. magazins ead it nas already cost over
$50.00 just for this on=2 issue and & let of it iz out of his own pock-
et and goshwowboyohoy. '
"Tt sounds so much 1ike a bond issue that you
ought to number every copy," I said in my sarcastlc way.
- "By God, .
that's a good idea," shouted Mr.‘Daugheruy. "T'll do it. ia s TIO 1
kegp a register of esch zory so at any time we can tell. just vhere it
went," .

And the next issue is going to be edited by Everett Evans who
1s now a big eme dwo author ard it is going to consist of nothing
but professionel ?“;7Ct" from all the big name pro authors in the club
a this-is-my-beaet seovi of thing from the stuff the bcys couldn't sell.
Oh boy, Laney, this is rﬂaLly gcing to be good.

i And then they are go-
ing to have an anthology of everything the club ever published, and it
is golng to be edi ted by some guy named Hsrshey or maybe he is the cne
that 1s going tc edit the fourth issue--[ forget. »Anyway, it is some
newvcomer to the club, and he is going to go up to Ackerman's flat en”
read the vhole file of Shangri L'Affaires and Shangri La with Acker-
men on one side and Dagzhervy on the other to keep him from reading



stuff that wouldn't be suitable,
"Gad, what blatant censorship,"” I
remarked.

No, no, no, no! Nothing like that, but so much of that
stuff isn't t imely any more, (Two~bits will get you & buck .that NO-:
THING by either Burbee or Laney will dppear in this anthology. - Two -
bits will get you a buck also that the reme of Charles Tdward Burbee,
the man who @ oduced moreissues of LASFS official organs than all
others combined, will not appear anywhere in the antholegy, .and this
despite the fact that the Burbee Shangri L['Affaires was at one time
the #2 fanzine, even though it was a mere club organ. )

(T don't mean
te imply that there will be some eensorship. No. I mean to say in s»n
meny'Wwords that this anthology will be gersored.)

A »7 % iand Mr.tDaugherty.
went on and on. He never again wants to hold onlce in the L ASFS~-lie
just wants to be the landlord and make all the ‘House ‘ul'es and other-
wise run the elub to suit hlmself H1s only obaectmon t0 the ¢lub as
it stends is that it does not  own enough property—ajust sohe beat up
chalrs and magazines and publishing stuff--and that- there is not en-
ough money in the treasury._ He sa1d so in so many words. ' . & :

- And some-
where along about the "37th or 38th minute of “this irpass iored. mono-
logue which eest 7al ter J. over‘a dollar %6 relay to‘lay aching e&ar.
ever the phone, he mede the prlceless remark that factually he isntt
really interested in the olub that he is" just an onlooker. .

‘ And T
was really ple%sed to ‘hear once again from my ex—eparring partner,
even if he does_ take such a slight jnterést in thé LASFS. It isn't
every onlooker who will go to so mugh trouble and exnense to keen us

old—tlmers pasted. .
: T stlll in my modest way , thihk that Mr. Daugher-

ty was hinting that I should agk to return to the fold I'm glad he
didn't ask me; it would have hurt me to have had. to say no to such a
nice fellow, .And I would.have said no, all right [ ‘because somehow
his deseription, enthusiastic though it was, eounded to me l1ke the
same-old psyohopaths amd qQueers and. dlme-store integlectuals sitting
around meking meaningless noises, vaguely like Al Ashley and Flmer
Perdue trylng to dec1de which one of them was God ;
There are undoubt-
edly some nice people eoming around too. It is too bad that things
will work out-as they will, that Ackerman's disapproving scowl" and
Tverett's philosophiging and AS}ley's denture breath and Daugherty's
big mouth will dri ve them away just like they've driven away every-
body else.

But it was 1ntr1gu1ng to learn from such an informed .
saurce~—even though this source isn't really interested in the club--
that the .wheel lms oome:full circle; the pendulum has swung back--and
Yalter J. Daugherty 1is .once again sole ‘owner and operator of the Los
ingeles Scienee TFantasy: Society.

**********************************************Ek*ﬂ:‘s*** **‘ﬁ**************

» ’PLINTY MORE}. If you are a collector of Daughertgnia, you can find all kinds of
Dauvherty anecdotes in AH, .SWEET IDIOCY, the Fan Memoirs of F T Laney. This
1400p mimeographed mazazine (or book) tells about a lot of stuff you'll mever
hear otherwise about fans, the pros, and particularly the LASFS. You can hardly
believe your eyes? This is the g:u.amt fan produétlon that has caused Laney to be
voted worst fan of 1948. Get 2 copy! ,91.50, postpaid, from FTLaney, 816 Westboro
Alhambra, California. Ackernan burned his - copy. i 3
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The Fantasy Amatour Press
{in tho geoneral
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Assoclation” operatos

"'field of activity which has grown up

S
1ished or md published

© geding year at

L3

4,

newal of membership.

arournd intorest in fantasy fictlon.
The quartorly maflings éistributc to
its membors material’ writton or pub-
lisnd by mumbors. o

porss Not maro than sixty-fiva
porsons can bo mombors of FA!A at any
ono tima.

Momborship is opea to dnyo*m who-

can show- as proof of his intcrost in
fantasy amatour activity

cithor (a) contributions  in. tho
form of vorsc, 4rawing, fiction, or
non~fiction - writine, published {n two
fantasy amateur publications no% pro—
duced in the sams oity area-- :

or (b) position ag: odlf:or ‘or pub-
lishor,not merely nominal or trifling,
of at least one issus of & fantagy
amatewr publication.

The credential mnmust have
published within the
acceptance of the application. When
vacancles occur, ths secretary ocalls
on the applicants first on the walting
list to cite credentials amd pay'dues.

Renewalg: To be
his membership,a member must have pub-

in FAPA mail-
postpostings auring the pre-
loast oight BA"x11"
pagos or squivalent. The tims limit
for renewal is 45 days after ths post-
ing of the fowth mailing under his
current nemborship.

ings or

Financoss To
year, paid at time of admission or re-
Contributions
gocepted and surplus

If there are insufficient funds

are
sold.

to aover
the

b

been .

year prior to. , tions 1ntqnded,_ for the miling.

eligible. to renew

mai lings.

o 6'.
pay the FAPA's opera-
ting expenses, dues are onse dollar per

stocdk ‘'is -

expense of the next mailing,
secratary-treasurer can announce
aqual’ assessménts onr all.members, -suf-
ficlent to pay for it, ani wmembers not
complymg will not receive that mat 1-
igs _© i SN

Lg_g_;gg_: The ' off'icial gditor sends‘
out ldentiecal bundles to all members
'Mdlately £0llowing thewsecond Sat-
urday” in November, Mebruary,.May and
Auguste« When individuwal.. members, o
ths official editor.as an indiv:,,dua,l,
send postpostinzys to all members, they
aré consideréd .part:..bf .the mailing
they ﬁeégeg‘goahetgogooﬁxigé to ‘dis-
tribute their fanzine:. thru the FAPA,
but all:items included in the maiiings
are produced at . the publisher S X~
oonse -and arg free to mombors, being
considored oxohanﬂ-es. Tha publishor
must sowi .to the of fi'cial editor at
least sixty—eight co;,%ies 0 p_ublica-
These
- publications may bo printed, mimeo-
graphed, hektographed, photozraphed,
or reproduced in any othar way which
‘zivas a sufficient numbor of idontical
ani legible copleg. They umst repre-
sent to a suostantial extent the work
0f ths member who ha's put them in the
While somg relation to fan-
tasy ‘is desirable. there 81135 SN0 Eane -
striction . on the type of material in-
cluded excepy lawfulness. The postage
on postmailings 1is gqot to be paid by
the treasury. '

The following officers gre electeds

"~ (a) The president has general
direction of . thse FAPA's . affairs. Hs
appoints members to £ill vacated offi-
ces, and auxiliary officials for pur-
poses not - -otherwise: provided.for. Hs
"has what' powver iz nsc¢essary to deal
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with situations not othsrwise covered
by the constitution.

(b) The vice-president succeeds
to the presidency in case it is vaca-
ted., He also gives interpretations of
the constitution after +two or more
sides of a controversy ovey construct«
ion have boon presontad.

(¢} The socrotary-troasuror re-
colves momborship applications and re-
nowals, Ho kecps track of mombors!
standing in rogard to sustaininzg ac=-
tivity. Dach guartor he scrds the of-
ficial editor a list of members' mmes
and addresses, description of creden-
tials, report of incore and outzo, and
other inforretiod within his éepart=
ment. Notices of candidacy for office
boeing sent tc nim, he furnishes the
official editor information for pre-
paring ths ballot. He keeps the FAPA's
funds separate from his ovm in cash or
deposite At the end of his term the
secretary-treasurer turns over the re-
cords and funds to his successor.

{d) The official editor is
charged with assembling and posting
the m2ilings. He publishes ballots
and the quarteriy official organ,
Fentasy Amateur, at FAPA expense. The
officlal nrgan contains the reports of
the various officials and other mater-

ial at the official editor's discret-
ion.

Blections: ILilections are held by
wail, Candidates whose names ars to
appear on tne ballot file with the
secretary-treasurer in writing. The
ballots are included in the summer
mailing.,

All wvotes to be counted must be

Ihe

‘

in the counting comnmittee's hands a
month after the wailing is dispatched.
This ballot counting commnittee notif -

les outgoing and incoming officersand
all candidates, of the full results of
the election within two weeks aziter
the ballot deadline., 4 plurality is
sufficient to elect.

Officers serve for one year. o

person can ba elected to the same of-
floce, except the official editorship,
more than once in five  years. The
gecretary-treasurer nust be an adult.

Ariendmient st Amendments to this con-
stitution must be proposed in writing,
andorsed by four members. Copy with
signatures 1is sent to the president,
othar copies to the other officers.
The proposal in substance must be giv-
en in the official organ the mailing
before it comes up for vote. Unless
the president orders a special vote,
amendments are voted on at the annual
election. A majority of the members
must vote on an amendment, and a ma-
jority of such voters must be favor-
able, for tne amendment tc be adopted.

By-Lawg: By-laws may be adopted at
any time by 2 majority of the members
endorsinz a copy of a proposal which
has been sent to the entire wmemborship.
Such by-laws can expel members, removs
officers, override officials' acts ,
suspend sactions of this constitution,
or do anythiag else within the sovar-
eignty of the organization. On eon-
dorsement by 12 othor memcers, a mem-
ber's failure to meet sustaining-act-
ivity reguiroments will bo waived on a
particular occasion.

Mo burning rush
about this--plenty
of time ¢ss

Woll, the doadline sort
of crept up on me--I'll

Oh well, I'1l1
finish it and havo
it in nextmailing

postmail it
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